California
Fair Political
Practices Commuission

November 6, 1987

H. G. Callowhill

Director, Castaic Lake Water Agency
27546 Catala Avenue

Saugus, CA 91350

Re: Your Request for
Informal Assistance
Qur File No. I-87-253

Dear Mr. Callowhill:

You have requested assistance concerning a possible
conflict of interest between your position as an elected
director of the Castaic Lake Water Agency and a city council
member. Your question was prompted by an opinion in a local
newspaper stating that you could not hold both positions
simultaneocusly.

Your question concerns the common law doctrine of
incompatible offices, rather than conflicts of interest under
the Political Reform Act.l/ Questions about incompatible
offices should be directed to your local county counsel or the
Attorney General. Enclosed are two Attorney General's opinions
which address situations similar to yours. (37 Ops. Cal. Atty.
Gen. 21; 64 Ops.Cal Atty. Gen. 288.) Also enclosed is an
article from the September 1985 Commission Bulletin which cites
additional Attorney General's opinions on the subject of
incompatible offices.

The Political Reform Act addresses conflicts of interest
resulting from official's private economic interests. The fact
that an official receives salary from a governmental agency or
holds public office or public employment generally is not a
basis for disqualification under the Political Reform Act. (See
Sections 87100 and 87103.) For your information, we have
enclosed a pamphlet which summarizes the conflict of interest
laws of the Political Reform Act.

1/ Government Code Sections 81000-91015. All statutory
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise noted.
Commission regulations appear at 2 California Administrative
Code Section 18000, et seq. All references to regulations are
to Title 2, Division 6 of the California Administrative Code.
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Your letter also contains qguestions concerning other public
officials and their potential conflicts of interest. We do not
provide advice to a third party whose request is not authorized
by the official whose duties are in question. (Regulation
18329 (k) .)

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please
contact me at (916) 322-5901.

Sincerely,

Diane M. Griffiths
General Counsel
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By: Kathryn E. Donovan
Counsel, Legal Division
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California
Fair Political
Practices Commission

October 14, 1987

H. G. Callowhill, Director
Castaic Lake Water Agency
27546 Catala Avenue
Saugus, CA 91350

Re: 87-253

Dear Mr. Callowhill:

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform
Act was received on October 9, 1987 by the Fair Political
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your
advice request, you may contact Kathryn Donovan, an attorney in
the Legal Division, directly at (916) 322-5901.

We try to answer all advice regquests promptly. Therefore,
unless your request poses particularly complex legal guestions,
or more information is needed, you should expect a response

| within 21 working days if your request seeks formal written
advice. If more information is needed, the person assigned to
prepare a response to your request will contact you shortly to
advise you as to information needed. If your request is for
informal assistance, we will answer it as quickly as we can.
(See Commission Regulation 18329 (2 Cal. Adm. Code Sec. 18329).)

You also should be aware that your letter and our response
are public records which may be disclosed to the public upon
recelipt of a proper request for disclosure.

Very truly yours,

Diane M. Griffiths
General Counsel
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